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TerdpTtn, 8 Iavouapiou 2014

AnAwoezig Tou NMNpwOunoupyoU k. AvTtowvn Zapapa kai Tou NMpoédpou
NG Eupwnaikng Enitponng k. Jose Manuel Barroso

AvTovng Zapapdc: KaAnonépa oag, npwTa and OAa, kal KAAn xpovia os oAoug! Eixa
OnueEpa Tn Xapd va ouvavindw pe Tov Mpoedpo TnG Eupwnaikng EmTponng, To @iAo Hou
Tov Jose Manuel Barroso kai To KoAAéylo Twv EnmiTponwv Tng Eupwnaikng 'Evwong, otnv
gnionun TeAeTn Pe Tnv onoia n EAAAda avaiapBavel Tnv MNpoedpia Tng Eupwnng, yia NEUNTN
popda aTnv IoTopia TnG.

2TIG oulNTAOEIG Nou gixape enionpava oTi n EAAGda @iAodo&ei otnv Mpoedpia TnG va NeTUXEl
Tnv nio BeTIKN enagn Tou Eupwnaiou noAitn pe Tnv ‘Evwon.

M’ autd To AOYO, Ol apXeG nou Ba odnyoUv TNV MOAITIKN KA TO NPWTO €Eaunvo Tou 2014
Ba sival npwTapxIKa n avTIHETONION TV {WTIKOV NpoBANNATWY Nou agopouv oTo idIo To
HéANOV TNG Eupwnng:

d) n OIKOVOUIKN avakapyn, n KatanoA€unon Tng avepyiac- nou €ivar n hgeydAn ouyxpovn
nAnyn-, n Bwpdkion Tng ouvoxXng TnG ‘Evwong kai- Ba €Aeya- Kupiwg TNG KOIVWVIKNAG
ouvoxnc Tng ‘Evwong, n katoxUpwon Tng Eupwnadikng ao@AAe£lag, €0WTEPIKNAG Kal
€EWTEPIKNAC.

B) eivar perd n eppabuvong Tng OIKOVOMIKNG kal NopiopaTikng ‘Evwong, woTe va
AvTIMETWNIOTOUV auTa Ta onoia 6ad ovOPAow «KATAOKEUAOTIKA eAAEippaTa» nou avedel€e n
Kpion, NPOKEINEVOU KUPIWE va dilac@alicoupe NAAPWC To €viaio Yag VOUIONA, TO EUPW.

y) TpiTo onueio n dnuoKpaTikn Vouidonoinon kal Aoyodocia Tng 'Evwong, kabwg kal
aAAnAeyyun avapeoa ota KpdTtn-pEAN KAl TOUuG AaoUG TnG. '‘QoTe va evioxubei To KoIvo
Eupwnaikd pag oikodopunua kail va disupuvBoUv Ta SIKAI®PATA TWV MNOAITOV.

Me nu&ida, Aoindv, auTeg TiG apxég, N EAAnvikn Mpoegdpia Ba emdiwer: (1) Tnv TOVWON TNG
avanTtuéng kar Tng anaoxoAnong, (2) tTnv eufdduvon Tng Eupwlwvng, (3) TN OUVOAIKN
dlaxeipion TnNG peTavaoTeuong kai (4) Tnv AvanTuén Twv BaAdocoiwv NOAITIKOV, KaBmc Kal
TNV Bwpdkion TnG Eupwnaikng AogaAsiac.

MNepioooTeEPn Eupwnn, kaAUTepn Eupwnn, nmio ouvekTikr Eupwnn! Mepioodtepn acpdaAeia
yla TouG EupwnaikoUg AaoUc¢. MepIocOOTEPEC EUKAIPIEC KAl MEPICOOTEPN EUNHEPIA Yid TOUG
Eupwnaioug noAiTec. Ki 6Aa auta Pe NePICCOTEPA £pya Kal NEPICOOTEPN Aoyodoaia.

H EAAGDa pe TepdoTieg Buoieg agrvel niow Tng Tnv Kpion. H Eupwnn agpnvel nicw Tng Tnv
Kpion. Ao@aAwc dev AUBnkav OAa Ta npoPAnuata. AcQaA®c, £XOUME akOpa MoAAG va
KAVOUME... AAG Twpa n EANGDa éxel oTaBei ota nddia Tng, n Eupwnn &pel kaAd 1o dpoduo
Tn¢. Koira&te niow ndéoa nepacape povo Ta TeAeuTtaia xpovia. Kai koiTa&te yUpw oag nou
BpiokdpaoTe onuepa. Kar T yiveTal yUpw Hag, yupw anodé tnv Eupwnn... Navw pag, navw
oTnv enmituxia, dnAadn, Tou EupwnaikoU €yxelpnpaTog, €xouv evanoBeoel TIG eANideg Toug,
0X! MOvo ol Aaoi Tng idlag Tng Eupwnng, aAAd kai noAAoi Aaoi €€w anod tTnv Eupwnn, otnv
NEPIPEPEIA TNG AAAG Kal N0 NEpa akoua.

H Eupwnaikn OAoOKARpwon nMou Twpa MNdaivel oTnv Mio ano@acioTiKh @acn Tng, €ivai
oiyoupa, Aoindv, n pgeyain eAnida yia Toug Aaoug TnG Eupwnng. KaT nou unnp&e «aniacro
OVEIPO» YIad MOAAEG yevieg Eupwnaiwv kal nmou Twpda YiveTal npayuaTikotnTd. AAAG n
OMokAnpwon TnG 'Evwong pag- enavalapfavw- ival kar eAnida yia noAAoug AaoUg €KTOG
Eupwnng, o1 onoiol kataAaBaivouv OTI Wia 1oxupn kai svwpevn Euponn eivar kai
ao@aA&oTEPN €yyunon yia évav KaAUTEPO Kal yia €vav ao@aArETTEPO KOTHO.



Kupie Mpdedpe, Ba nBeAa va oag suxapioTAow MOAU yia TNV napoucia cag €dw, yid TO
yeyovoc OTI g€ auTtn Tn @don Tn OUOKOANn, Tnv onoia akoAouBoUv EupwekAoyég, €ioaoTe
€dw pali pe To KoAAéylo Twv EnmiTponwv kal avaAUoape pali o AenTopépeleg €va-éva Ta
{nTAMaTa Ta onoia agopouv otnv EAANnvikn lMpoegdpia kal To nNpwTo €Eaunvo Tou 2014,
O&hw va EpeTe OTI yia pag onuepa ival pia EexwplioTn PEPA yia Tov KAbe 'EAANva kai Tnv
KaBe EAAnvida. H EAANGDa népace anioTeuTeg duokoAieg. H EANGSa «€xaoe» BIOTIKO €ninedo
nou dev €xel XAaoel Kaveévag Aaog anod Tov B’ Maykoouio NOAEUO HEXP! ONUEPA. Kal To €kave
ouvToviopéva, Ye Tn BonBeia Tng Eupwnng, npokeipgévou va dwooupe To dikaiwpa ota véa
naidid va €xouv PEANOV, va €xouv EAnida kair va €xouv yvwon OTI n Eupwnn evwpevn
Hnopei va AUvel Ta npoBARUATa Kai PNopei va €5UNNPETEI TOUG AVWTEPOUG AvBPWMIVoUg,
NoAITIkoUC, NBikoUC, OIKOVOUIKOUG, KOIVWVIKOUG OTOXOUG.

KUpie Mpdedpe, kal NdAl 0ag suxapioT® NoAU Mou Pou dwodTe auTr TNV €ukdipia onuepa
KAl va Nw HOVoV OTI 0 KAAOG KalpOC Mou £xel €€w Kal 0 NAIOC MOU 0ag UMNOJEXTNKE ANOKTA
Kalr €vav 101aiTepo GUMPBOAIOHO OnueEpad, yiaTi auTh npénel va eival kalr n EAnida kar To
HEANOV yia pia kaAUTepn Eupwnn. ag euxapioTw Kal naAl noAu.

José Manuel Barroso: Thank you very much Mr. Prime Minister, dear friend, Ladies and
gentlemen,

First of all, Happy New Year. And I really believe this year for Europe is going to be better
than the last years, namely, in economic terms. I am very pleased to be here in Athens as
Greece embarks on its fifth Council presidency — making it a very experienced pilot of the
European Union. As we were saying before this meeting, this is my third Greek presidency.
I was cooperating with the Greek presidency in 1994, as foreign minister of my country, in
2003, as Prime Minister of my country, and now, as Commission President, I have the
honor and the pleasure to cooperate with the Greek presidency and the leadership of my
friend, Antonis Samaras. We have just met, not only personally — both of us, in a bilateral
- but also the full Greek government and the College of Commissioners. And I can tell you
that the Greek presidency is, of course, very well prepared and that I see a real
determination on the Greek authorities to make it a success for Greece and for Europe.
And Greece can count on the full support of the European Commission for that purpose. As
the Greek presidency motto says, «Europe is our common quest».

Prime Minister Samaras and I also touched upon developments in the Greek economy and

the financial assistance program. I will go into more detail on this later. But let me make a
general comment, since we are now in a New Year mood, about the economic situation in
Europe and what we can expect for this year, namely, regarding the problems that were
mentioned in many analyses regarding the euro area.

As I said exactly one year ago, 2013 would be, and it was, the year when the European
economy start to turn the corner. And it was, in fact, the year of a change of perceptions
and expectations regarding the European economy. Let’s not forget that not so much time
ago, people were making speculations about Greek exit, about the implosion of the euro,
also about the implosion of the European Union.

So, the very fact that we are here in Athens today, celebrating the beginning of the Greek
Presidency - of a full member of the European Union, and a full member of the euro area -
is clear evidence that those predictions were wrong. And that Greece was able to make
notable efforts — namely, the Greek people - and that the euro area economy has shown
its resilience and that, basically, we are on the right track.

I have said, precisely one year ago, that the existential crisis of the euro would be behind
us, and I believe this is the case now. We are, generally speaking, emerging from
recession and I hope that this year Greece will get out of the recession. Last year, Ireland
became the first euro area member to emerge successfully from its adjustment program.
We welcomed our 18th euro area member state, Latvia, another country that has made a
huge, very demanding, financial assistance program and now is the country with the
highest growth rate in the European Union. This shows that the programs do work when



they are properly implemented. This is demonstrated by the fact that just now, in recent
days, Ireland was able to issue long-term debt at lower levels than countries in the
European Union, in the euro area, that did not request a financial program.

So, you have one country that could not finance itself some time ago, and now exiting the
program, it is able to do it in a better condition than countries that did not need a financial
assistance program. I think that is a very clear demonstration that programs work,
provided they are implemented with determination and, of course, in the right way.
Because let’s not forget what was, and is, the goal of the programs. The goal of the
programs was to avoid disorderly default and to help countries stand on their own feet and
be able to finance themselves directly — and not just relying on the solidarity of other
European countries.

Let’s look at Spain, which had a special program for the banks. We expect Spain to exit
this program successfully this month. In fact, the support given to the Spanish banks is
bearing fruit and this program has been very successfully implemented. Take the case of
Portugal, where positive growth is back since the second quarter of last year and where
the external deficit has been corrected and interest rate spreads are being reduced. And
just today, Eurostat figures confirm that for the ninth consecutive month unemployment is
going down. Take also the case of Cyprus — of course it is a more recent program - but the
first signals are also encouraging.

And now, let's take the case of Greece, because I also believe that regarding Greece
sometimes there is a perception that is not completely correct, that underestimates the big
efforts, the remarkable efforts that the Greek authorities and the Greek people have been
doing, particularly over the last 18 months. Greece is set to emerge from recession this
year and Greece is expected now to reach a primary budget surplus. This progress is
restoring confidence among Greece’s European partners and attracting the attention of
international investors. So, my point is very clear: programs work and we should not
waste the efforts made so far. It would be a mistake to put at risk the successful exit of
the countries from the programs. Having said that, we know well that there is, there are,
extremely difficult situations, including in a country like Greece - social difficulties,
hardship, very important sacrifices - and we know that those positive effects that we are
already seeing are not immediately felt by the man and woman on the street.

I'm also fully aware of the difficulties the Greek people are going through and I really
want to pay tribute to them for their courage and their dignity. And I encourage the Greek
people, under the leadership of their government, not to give up and jeopardize what
already has been achieved. I think we can say to the Greek people that your efforts and
sacrifices are opening a better future. This year, we face the challenge of firming up the
recovery, at a time when unemployment remains at an unacceptable level. To turn the
situation around we need to boost investment and particularly to improve access to finance
for SMEs. I welcome Greece’s focus on these priorities.

So, while we cannot say the crisis is behind us, because we still have unacceptably high
levels of unemployment in some of our countries, and we still have problems of financing
to the economy, namely to SMEs, meaning that there is still a problem of coherence,
financial coherence in the euro area, the reality is that we are solving, one by one, the
different problems.

This is also the first year of the new seven-year European budget, which can be a lever for
such investment. Together, we must ensure that European Union-funded programs get off
to a solid start.

Once again, let me give the example of Greece. Some time ago, Greece was among the
worst performers in terms of absorption of funds. Today Greece is one of the best
performers in terms of implementation of the programs, in terms of absorption capacity.
This shows that it is possible to change practices, habits; it is possible if there is a
commitment to reform.



For the future, Prime Minister Samaras and I agree that we must go further in terms of
European integration, particularly in the euro area. The Banking Union is one of our top
priorities. I welcome the recent political agreement on the Single Resolution Mechanism,
which marks the beginning of the end of bank bailouts. We need to ensure the SRM is
finally adopted, from a legal point of the view, before the European elections, to help boost
confidence in the European banking sector and get credit flowing to businesses. We
absolutely need this leg, the Single Resolution Mechanism, on the body of the European
Banking Union. We must also pursue work on a deeper Economic and Monetary Union,
while making sure it maintains and reinforces a strong social dimension. These ideas
should build on rules already in place under the so-called European Semester. I am glad to
see that the Greek Presidency is also prioritizing agreements on key files to boost trade
and the single market, as well as an ambitious energy and climate change framework to
2030. We are going to present our framework proposals during this month of January -
we, I mean the Commission.

And the Greek Presidency’s focus on improving the framework for human mobility and on
promoting maritime issues will also help to chart our course to recovery together. Coming
back to the Greek situation and the European Union-IMF program: Let me remind you that
in December, the Eurogroup was able to approve the disbursement of 1 billion euro after
Greece achieved four important milestones agreed as part of the program.

However, while the sky is clearing, there are still some clouds on the horizon. The
situation is still fragile. It is not the time to slow down the pace of reform. This is the time
to use that Greek determination to finally agree the fiscal package, take forward tax and
public administration reform, privatizations, improve the business environment and open
up product and service markets.

I encourage Greece to use all the means at its disposal - including the help of the
Commission’s Task Force for Greece - to help these reforms along. The Commission
continues to stand by Greece in the efforts to build a better future.

I want to say that to you, because I am very proud of it. While others some time ago had
doubts about Greece in the euro area, the European Commission stood always by the side
of Greece - always - saying that it was fundamental for Greece but also fundamental for
the European Union and for European integration. That was the position taken consistently
by the European Commission, and we remain loyal to that position. Prime Minister
Samaras, dear friend, this Presidency offers Greece a chance to show that the next time is
not to be defined by the crisis but by the lessons Greece has learned from the crisis, and
that we all have learned as well.

I am confident that Greece, which has always given such an important contribution to
European civilization - in fact, without Greece there would be no European civilization as
we understand it - is going to use this Presidency to show that modern Greece - not only
classic Greece, modern Greece - can give also a very important contribution to the
European Union.

I wish you and the Greek people all the best. You can count on the European Commission
to help you deliver our common objectives. Thank you.



KoivRl ouvévTeuEn TUNou Tou MpwOunoupyou k. Avtovn Zapapa kai
Tou MpoEdpou TnG Eupwnaikng EmiTponng k. Jose Manuel Barroso

O MpwBunoupyog K. AvTwvnG Zapapdcg kal o MNpoedpog TnG Eupwnaikng EmTponng k. Jose
Manuel Barroso, JETA TIC KOIVEG DNAWCEIC TOUG, ANAvTnoav o€ EpWTHOEIC ONUOCIOYPAPWYV:

KuBepvnTikOG eknpoomnog: Kupisg kal kUpiol, Adyw TnG nisong xpovou Ba undap&ouv
HOVO duo gpwTAOEIG, Wia ano kaBe nAsupd. Ladies and gentlemen of the press due to the
very tight schedule, there’ Il be only two questions, one for each side. But for the members
of the international press, we have arranged an hourly meeting on Friday with the Prime
Minister at the Maximos Mansion, the Prime Minister’'s headquarters. So, you will have the
chance to discuss with him and ask him whatever more you need to ask. H npwTn ep®mTNnon
oTov K. Peter Spiegel ano Toug Financial Times.

Anpooioypagog: Thank you, sir. Peter Spiegel from the Financial Times. I have a
question for both leaders, if I could. Mister Prime Minister, you mentioned in your open
remarks that there is a major event that is going to occur during the Presidency, which is
the EU Parliament Elections. We have seen polling here in Greece that have shown that
SYRIZA is past, is going to be the biggest party coming out on the elections and that
PASOK, your political partner, could do very badly. How concerned are you about potential
political instability that could be caused during the Presidency and could that put at risk
your return to growth and your chances to exitingthe program and potentially even cause
national elections here in Greece? And Mr. Barroso, if I can ask you the same question but
ask you from broadly European perspective, you said in your state... union address last
year that political instability you thought was the biggest risk factor to return to
sustainable growth. It’ s not just Greece. We have in France, we have in the Netherlands,
polls that show that anti-Euro parties are now potentially the biggest parties in the
European elections. How concerned are you that more broadly in Europe that could be the
kind political stability that you were worried about, that could threaten, as you said in your
open remarks 2014 being a European year of growth? Thank you very much.

Avtovng Zapapdg: I will briefly answer my question. First of all, I want to tell you that as
European elections are coming, there is stability in this government. And this is a stable
government, will remain stable until the next elections, which I hope will take place in
2016. Second of all, those coming European elections, they are indeed imminent and
people will have to decide on whether they want Europe or they do not want Europe. I
agree they could decide that they want Europe with some Euro-skepticist approach. But I
cannot agree with those people who do not want this Europe to exist. In fact, you
mentioned a name, this specific gentleman you mentioned and his party are abdicated for
coming tonight to the celebrations for Europe, where obviously everybody who is
interested in Europe would love to come. These are ideas that are anti-European as a
whole, may I say, that in more general ways are anti-western ideas, are anti-NATO, they
have nothing to do with our concept of Europe. Therefore, we are not in any way
particularly having to address today a problem which would be a real dilemma for Greek
people in the coming elections.

I also understand and I can agree that Newton’s third law, action-reaction, creates the
possibility for people to simply want to vote against in order to show their anger. Now, this
is a phenomenon that has already taken place in Greece with, for instance, the Golden
Dawn and other extremist parties that do not want- may I say- Democracy at all to
function and work in this country. When, for instance, you are oriented to ideas and goals
of Golden Dawn, you have nothing to do with Democracy. I understand that some people
like to show anger for those huge sacrifices they had to go through and these austerity
measures they had to go through. And I also understand that a lot of people were, and
some of them are still, -and this is very important- suffocating from those extreme
austerity measures. However, I have full trust to the Greek people that when they vote,
they also vote for their children and they also vote for the future of the country they love.
And they know that both for the country they love and for their future, the solution is more
and better Europe. And this is what we are building today.



Jose Manuel Barroso: So, Peter Spiegel from the Financial Times says that 2014 is a
year of elections. And it’ s true, European elections. And my question- if I may respond to
a question with a question- is the following: is that a problem? Do we believe that to have
European elections in 2014 is a problem? 2014 is exactly- since you are speaking about
dates- one century after the beginning of First World War. When many years ago
Europeans were killing themselves all over the continent. That was Europe some time ago.
And even later, as you know. Today, Europe, Europeans are prepared to vote in three
elections. I don’ t think it is a problem, I think is a great opportunity, first of all to have an
honest debate about Europe and I once again call all the political forces to engage in a real
European debate. I call more specifically on the mainstream political parties of comfort
zone to abandon the idea that the European Integration can be driven by political
consents, to understand European Integration as a Democratic project, not a technocratic
or a beaurocratic one. And to discuss Europe, to discuss Europe with those who are against
Europe and European Integration. And to make the case, for Europe. And I am sure that
the pro-European forces will win next elections. I have no doubt about it. Having said this,
I recognize that because of the crisis and we know that in terms of crisis and in terms of
unemployment, extremists, populistic forces can rise. That’s true. They are in Europe, not
only in Greece, by the way. Including, some of the more advanced countries, some of the
more prosperous countries, extreme parties, some time with xenophobic discourse, not to
mention racist positions that don’ t like our way of building a community that is based on
values. Don't like foreigners, because they believe foreigners are bad, they don’t share,
they are not committed the same way we are to the European values, I know that. But in
Democracy what can we do? We can win by rational arguments. So, it" s possible that
some of those forces here and there gain some positions, yes, but I don't expect those
forces to win. I am sure that the pro-European forces are going to win. So, I don't see a
fundamental problem of political stability in Europe. On the contrary, Europe will remain
fundamentally stable along the lines of the European Integration, indeed making progress,
as we just made in terms of the Banking Union some weeks ago.

Coming now to the concrete issue of national stability, yes, you are right, I've said and I
keep it, that one of the problems we may have, in specific national contacts is political
instability, as some negative impact on the economic and financial confidence. This is true
and we have seen it in two or three countries, where there was political instability, I put it
crisis, domestic crisis in fact, in the coalition, or in relations between governments and
opposition, we have seen that that debt was bad for investments’ confidence. And it was
immediately punished by the markets. This is the reason for the responsible political forces
to understand that we are not fully out of the crisis and that they should- if they are
responsible forces- they should show a sense of responsibility. Because the electors don’ t
want their countries to suffer. I am sure that even those are critical for some of the
programs, want the countries to succeed. I am sure that the majority of the Greek People
want Greece to conclude successfully its program. And it will be a mistake now to waste all
the efforts already made. So, I think, very sincerely, that while there are some forces that
may come up in the next European elections that will not put, in fundamental risk political
stability, and I hope that European Political forces will use this occasion to make the case
for Europe and afterwards, after the elections, whatever the result is, they will try to draw
the lessons from that elections and to see what we can do better for the future.

Anpooiloypa@og: H epwTtnon €ival koivn Kal yia Toug duo: MoAAoi péoa otnv Eupwnn
WIAOUV e MoAU BeTika Adyla TOCO yia TNV avaAnwn Tng EAAnvikNG Mpoegdpiag 600 Kal yia
TNV QVTIMETWMION TNG OIKOVOMIKNAG Kpiong anod Tn xwpa pag. ‘'Opgwg undpyxouv Kal auTtoi nou
OTEKOVTAI €iTE PE eMIPUAAEN €iTe pIAOUV KAl EMNIKPITIKA yia Tn Xwpa pac. Ti anavTdaTe o€
auTtoug, KUpiwG Nou GTEKOVTAI ENIKPITIKG anévavTl atnv EAANGda;

AvToOVvNng Zapapag: O kKabBevag acPalwg €xel To diIKAiwPa KAl To ggfopal, TNG yvwung Tou.
Nopilw Odpwg 0TI 0 KAAUTEPOG yia V' anavTnoel gival EKEivog 0 onoioG NnapakoAouBei To nio
AVTIKEIMEVIKO OTOIXEIO MOU UNAPXEI CAUEPA Kal AuTo To oTolxXEio €ival ol apiBuoi, noiol gival
ol apiBpoi. 'Exoude pia Xpovid npiv ano To MNpoypauua, Pag nepigevav yia Tou xpovou, 8a
£€XOUME anod QETOC, NPWTOYEVEG NAEOVACUA.

Kar BéAw 101aiTepa oTOUG EEVOUG oUVAdEAPOUC, Toug OIkoUG oag dnUoaIoypa@ouc nou Hag
KAvouv Tn xapd kal Tnv Tiun va BpiokovTtal onuepa otnv ABrva, va Toug nw OTI auTo yia
Mia xwpa n onoia éxel xdoesl Ta TeAeuTtaia Tpia xpovia To 25% Tou akabdapioTou EyXWPIoU
npoiovToG TNG, yid Hia Xwpd oTnv onoiav av npogBeoete oe autd To 25% @Opoug Kal



NANBWPICHO YIa TO PECO MOAITN TNG Xwpac sival oa va €xel xdosl 1o 38% pe 40% ToOU
€1000NHATOG TOU, TOU JIaBECIKNOU €1603nNaToOC Tou.

'OTav auTn n Xwpa KATtopBwvel va £xel €va XpPOVo MpIV dand To Npoypappud NMPpwWTOYEVEG
nAeodvaopa, KataAaBaivere 0TI AuTOG 0 ApIBPOG Vouilw divel TNV KAAUTEpN anavrnon, dAAd
va oag nw €niong ot €ixape TNV TaxuTeEpn dNUOCIOVOUIKT MPOCApUOoyr Mou £XEl NOTE YiVel
OTOV KOOWO.

Kar va oa¢ nw OTI oUhpwva HPe Ta oToixeia Tou OOZA nou eival €vag KaTegoxnv
AVTIKEIMEVIKOG JIgBVNC opyaviopnog n EAAGda npbe npwTn @ETOG OTNV  €Qapuoyn
J1apBpPWTIKWV HETAPPUBUIoEWV Kal VOUIlw OTI 0 KAAUTEPOG KABPEPTNG AUTWV NMoU AEw Kal O
KaAUTEPOG KPITAG €ival ol idIEC Ol ayOpEG.

Snuepa av del kaveic nou BpiokovTal Ta spreads Ba kaTtaAdBel OTI €xel npayudTika oxl
anAwg aAAa&el, aAAG €xel TeEAEiwG PETAMOPPWOEI N €AANVIKI OIKOVOMIKN MpayuaTikoTNTa.
Edv koITa&el Ta emTOKIA MOU MPENEl va NANPOVOUME yia €AANVIKA davela, 6a dei OTI auTd
gival TPeIG POpPEG XaunAdTEPaA N ATAv NaAid TPEIG PE TEOTEPIG POPEG UWYNAOTEPA anod auTd
nou sival onpepa yupw oto 75%.

Eav koiTa&sl 1o paAl mou cuveyiletar oto EAANVIKO XpnuaTioThApio, TO oOnoio €ivar oTo
UWPNAOTEPO Onueio yia Toug TeAeuTaioug 35 UNRVEG onuepa, avTiAauBaveral OTlI oTo oUVOAO
TNG N ayopd, de Aéw TO Prua XEIPOKPOTEI, aAAG Aw oiyoupa OTI n ayopd anodEXETal auTn
TNV NpaypartikoTnTa Thnv onoiav oag¢ nepiéypayd, n onoia kard Tnv dnown Wou
owToypailel pyia EANGda nou val Byaivel ano Tnv kpion, akdua o KOOWOG UNOPEPEl, AAAG
Eekivnoe n diadikaoia yia Tn HEiwon TNG avepyiag, yia Tn dnuioupyia snsvdUoswy, yia Tn
dnuioupyia evog ouoThPAToC nou de Ba €ival ypa@EIoKpaTIKO KI €vavTiov ToU MOAITN, aAAd
Ba sival PIAEAEUBEPO Kal UNEP TWV JIKAIWHUATWY TOU MOAITN.

Ki autd vopilw ot aBpoildopeva divouv Tnv sikova piag EANGdac n onoia pynopsi nAsov va
aiolodo&ei. Kalr 6éAw va oacg snavaAdfw OTI yia péva n aiolodogia auTr] aKOUWMAEl Toug
VEOUG avBpwnoug, ekei gival OAn pépa 1o J3IKO pag To NpoBAnua, n dIkA pag n aywvia, nwg
Ba dwooupe d1€E0d0 oTa Ovelpa auTwv Twv naildiov. Marti onuepa, onwg &Epere, N EAAGda
KaTEXEl pekdp oTNV avepyia 131aiTepa TwV VEwV, Nou POAIG Twpa TeEAEUTAiIa €nNeoe KATW ano
T0 60%.

AuToUG Touc avBpwnoug napakoAouBoupe, yi' autoUc Touc avBpwnoug aywvi{OpaoTe Kai
yEoa ano Tnv EAANvikn Mpogdpia unnpeT®vTag Toug okonoUC TOuG esupwnaikoUg, YiaTi
nioTeloupe otnv Eupwnn, 8a koiTta&oupe TauTdoxpova va Bondriooupe kai Tnv EAAGda onwg
KI OAn Tnv Eupwnn va &enepaael Je NoAU nio ypriyopoug pubuouUc TNV Kpion Tn onuepIvn.

Jose Manuel Barrosso: If I understood the question correctly, is about the confidence
people from outside can have or not in the Greek Presidency.

I have already said that it is my third Greek Presidency and I remember well, very
important contributions that Greece gave to the European project, in 1994 and 2003. I
remember well meetings we had in Athens, in Thessaloniki, in Ioannina and in other
places, where in fact, Greece was very important to move forward the institutional project.
For instance, the project of Constitutional Treaty that afterwards made it possible the
Lisbon Treaty and enlargement of European Union.

Some of us that are here today, are here today because we were able to enlarge the
European Union to 27 and now to 28 members. And Thessaloniki was one of the most
important moments for the enlargement of the European Union. And Greece gave a very
important contribution to this. I remember well this signature of the agreement, here, not
far from the Acropolis.

So, if someone believes that Greece, by some kind of quality, could not be a successful
Presidency, I will say this is a statement based on prejudice. And I don't like stereotypes
or prejudices. Point.

Now, coming to the economic situation. Let me also make a point. It is true that the
program in Greece was faced with more difficulties than the programs in other countries.
And why? Several reasons.



First of all, the situation in Europe became at the moment of the start of the program in
Greece more difficult than expected. There was, also, an environment or context factor.
Second reason. There was political crisis in Greece. Don’t forget that. Coming back to the
previous question. There were anticipated elections, there were debates about possible
referendum, there were politics that were complicating the problems. At the moment
where Greece should be focused on solving the fundamental problems of financial stability,
there were political problems that were making things more difficult. Those problems did
not happen in other countries.

Third, and this is very important. Some outside voices were very often speaking about
Greek exit, making much more difficult efforts of the Greek people. So, there are also
some responsibilities, of those outside, when this country was making such a big effort,
that they were of course, in terms of market sensibility, making a problem even bigger
than it was. You remember that talk about Greek exit, not only coming from some analysts
or commentators, but also from some capitals. These has made the problem of Greece
bigger than it should be.

Of course, at the origin of the problem, there was a real issue of debt, a very high debt,
and, also, of course, some other issues related to competitiveness differential with other
countries. But, there were specific reasons that explained why the program of Greece had
more difficulty to start than in other countries, including the political ones. That is why I
think, Greece like any other country in Europe, has great things. Countries in Europe had
always in their history good moments, not so good moments. I do not like prejudices and
Greece is as able as any other country to do whatever is needed. In history, we have good
moments, we have bad moments. And any view on Europe, based on the idea that some
are better than others is exactly the anti-European idea. We are for Europe, based on non
discrimination, a Europe where we believe that all the countries have exactly the same
dignity. Some are richer, some are poorer, no. In the past it was different. Some are
bigger, some are smaller. But we all have the same dignity.



