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Δηλώζειρ ηος Ππωθςποςπγού κ. Ανηώνη Σαμαπά και ηος Πποέδπος 

ηηρ Εςπωπαϊκήρ Eπιηποπήρ κ. Jose Manuel Barroso 

Ανηώνηρ Σαμαπάρ: Καιεζπέξα ζαο, πξώηα από όια, θαη θαιή ρξνληά ζε όινπο! Είρα 
ζήκεξα ηε ραξά λα ζπλαληεζώ κε ηνλ Πξόεδξν ηεο Επξσπατθήο Επηηξνπήο, ην θίιν κνπ 

ηνλ Jose Manuel Barroso θαη ην Κνιιέγην ησλ Επηηξόπσλ ηεο Επξσπατθήο Έλσζεο, ζηελ 
επίζεκε ηειεηή κε ηελ νπνία ε Ειιάδα αλαιακβάλεη ηελ Πξνεδξία ηεο Επξώπεο, γηα πέκπηε 
θνξά ζηελ ηζηνξία ηεο. 

΢ηηο ζπδεηήζεηο πνπ είρακε επηζήκαλα όηη ε Ειιάδα θηινδνμεί ζηελ Πξνεδξία ηεο λα πεηύρεη 
ηελ πην ζεηηθή επαθή ηνπ Επξσπαίνπ πνιίηε κε ηελ Έλσζε. 

 Γη’ απηό ην ιόγν, νη αξρέο πνπ ζα νδεγνύλ ηελ πνιηηηθή καο ην πξώην εμάκελν ηνπ 2014 
ζα είλαη πξσηαξρηθά ε αληηκεηώπηζε ησλ δσηηθώλ πξνβιεκάησλ πνπ αθνξνύλ ζην ίδην ην 
κέιινλ ηεο Επξώπεο: 

 α) ε νηθνλνκηθή αλάθακςε, ε θαηαπνιέκεζε ηεο αλεξγίαο- πνπ είλαη ε κεγάιε ζύγρξνλε 
πιεγή-, ε ζσξάθηζε ηεο ζπλνρήο ηεο Έλσζεο θαη- ζα έιεγα- θπξίσο ηεο θνηλσληθήο 
ζπλνρήο ηεο Έλσζεο, ε θαηνρύξσζε ηεο Επξσπατθήο αζθάιεηαο, εζσηεξηθήο θαη 
εμσηεξηθήο. 

 β) είλαη κεηά ε εκβάζπλζεο ηεο Οηθνλνκηθήο θαη Ννκηζκαηηθήο Έλσζεο, ώζηε λα 
αληηκεησπηζηνύλ απηά ηα νπνία ζα νλνκάζσ «θαηαζθεπαζηηθά ειιείκκαηα» πνπ αλέδεημε ε 
θξίζε, πξνθεηκέλνπ θπξίσο λα δηαζθαιίζνπκε πιήξσο ην εληαίν καο λόκηζκα, ην επξώ. 

 γ) ηξίην ζεκείν ε δεκνθξαηηθή λνκηκνπνίεζε θαη ινγνδνζία ηεο Έλσζεο, θαζώο θαη 
αιιειεγγύε αλάκεζα ζηα θξάηε-κέιε θαη ηνπο ιανύο ηεο. Ώζηε λα εληζρπζεί ην θνηλό 
Επξσπατθό καο νηθνδόκεκα θαη λα δηεπξπλζνύλ ηα δηθαηώκαηα ησλ πνιηηώλ. 

 Με ππμίδα, ινηπόλ, απηέο ηηο αξρέο, ε Ειιεληθή Πξνεδξία ζα επηδηώμεη: (1) ηελ ηόλσζε ηεο 
αλάπηπμεο θαη ηεο απαζρόιεζεο, (2) ηελ εκβάζπλζε ηεο Επξσδώλεο, (3) ηε ζπλνιηθή 

δηαρείξηζε ηεο κεηαλάζηεπζεο θαη (4) ηελ Αλάπηπμε ησλ ζαιάζζησλ πνιηηηθώλ, θαζώο θαη 
ηελ ζσξάθηζε ηεο Επξσπατθήο Αζθάιεηαο. 

 Πεξηζζόηεξε Επξώπε, θαιύηεξε Επξώπε, πην ζπλεθηηθή Επξώπε! Πεξηζζόηεξε αζθάιεηα 
γηα ηνπο Επξσπατθνύο ιανύο. Πεξηζζόηεξεο επθαηξίεο θαη πεξηζζόηεξε επεκεξία γηα ηνπο 
Επξσπαίνπο πνιίηεο. Κη όια απηά κε πεξηζζόηεξα έξγα θαη πεξηζζόηεξε ινγνδνζία. 

 Η Ειιάδα κε ηεξάζηηεο ζπζίεο αθήλεη πίζσ ηεο ηελ θξίζε. Η Επξώπε αθήλεη πίζσ ηεο ηελ 
θξίζε. Αζθαιώο δελ ιύζεθαλ όια ηα πξνβιήκαηα. Αζθαιώο, έρνπκε αθόκα πνιιά λα 
θάλνπκε…  Αιιά ηώξα ε Ειιάδα έρεη ζηαζεί ζηα πόδηα ηεο, ε Επξώπε μέξεη θαιά ην δξόκν 
ηεο. Κνηηάμηε πίζσ πόζα πεξάζακε κόλν ηα ηειεπηαία ρξόληα. Καη θνηηάμηε γύξσ ζαο πνπ 
βξηζθόκαζηε ζήκεξα. Καη ηη γίλεηαη γύξσ καο, γύξσ από ηελ Επξώπε… Πάλσ καο, πάλσ 

ζηελ επηηπρία, δειαδή, ηνπ Επξσπατθνύ εγρεηξήκαηνο, έρνπλ ελαπνζέζεη ηηο ειπίδεο ηνπο, 

όρη κόλν νη ιανί ηεο ίδηαο ηεο Επξώπεο, αιιά θαη πνιινί ιανί έμσ από ηελ Επξώπε, ζηελ 
πεξηθέξεηά ηεο αιιά θαη πην πέξα αθόκα. 

 Η Επξσπατθή Οινθιήξσζε πνπ ηώξα κπαίλεη ζηελ πην απνθαζηζηηθή θάζε ηεο, είλαη 
ζίγνπξα, ινηπόλ, ε κεγάιε ειπίδα γηα ηνπο ιανύο ηεο Επξώπεο. Κάηη πνπ ππήξμε «άπηαζην 
όλεηξν» γηα πνιιέο γεληέο Επξσπαίσλ θαη πνπ ηώξα γίλεηαη πξαγκαηηθόηεηα. Αιιά ε 
Οινθιήξσζε ηεο Έλσζήο καο- επαλαιακβάλσ- είλαη θαη ειπίδα γηα πνιινύο ιανύο εθηόο 
Επξώπεο, νη νπνίνη θαηαιαβαίλνπλ όηη κηα ηζρπξή θαη ελσκέλε Επξώπε είλαη θαη 
αζθαιέζηεξε εγγύεζε γηα έλαλ θαιύηεξν θαη γηα έλαλ αζθαιέζηεξν θόζκν. 



  

Κύξηε Πξόεδξε, ζα ήζεια λα ζαο επραξηζηήζσ πνιύ γηα ηελ παξνπζία ζαο εδώ, γηα ην 
γεγνλόο όηη ζε απηή ηε θάζε ηε δύζθνιε, ηελ νπνία αθνινπζνύλ Επξσεθινγέο, είζαζηε 
εδώ καδί κε ην Κνιιέγην ησλ Επηηξόπσλ θαη αλαιύζακε καδί ζε ιεπηνκέξεηεο έλα-έλα ηα 
δεηήκαηα ηα νπνία αθνξνύλ ζηελ Ειιεληθή Πξνεδξία θαη ην πξώην εμάκελν ηνπ 2014. 
Θέισ λα μέξεηε όηη γηα καο ζήκεξα είλαη κηα μερσξηζηή κέξα γηα ηνλ θάζε Έιιελα θαη ηελ 

θάζε Ειιελίδα. Η Ειιάδα πέξαζε απίζηεπηεο δπζθνιίεο. Η Ειιάδα «έραζε» βηνηηθό επίπεδν 
πνπ δελ έρεη ράζεη θαλέλαο ιαόο από ηνλ Β’ Παγθόζκην πόιεκν κέρξη ζήκεξα. Καη ην έθαλε 
ζπληνληζκέλα, κε ηε βνήζεηα ηεο Επξώπεο, πξνθεηκέλνπ λα δώζνπκε ην δηθαίσκα ζηα λέα 
παηδηά λα έρνπλ κέιινλ, λα έρνπλ Ειπίδα θαη λα έρνπλ γλώζε όηη ε Επξώπε ελσκέλε 
κπνξεί λα ιύλεη ηα πξνβιήκαηα θαη κπνξεί λα εμππεξεηεί ηνπο αλώηεξνπο αλζξώπηλνπο, 
πνιηηηθνύο, εζηθνύο, νηθνλνκηθνύο, θνηλσληθνύο ζηόρνπο. 

Κύξηε Πξόεδξε, θαη πάιη ζαο επραξηζηώ πνιύ πνπ κνπ δώζαηε απηή ηελ επθαηξία ζήκεξα 
θαη λα πσ κόλνλ όηη ν θαιόο θαηξόο πνπ έρεη έμσ θαη ν ήιηνο πνπ ζαο ππνδέρηεθε απνθηά 
θαη έλαλ ηδηαίηεξν ζπκβνιηζκό ζήκεξα, γηαηί απηή πξέπεη λα είλαη θαη ε Ειπίδα θαη ην 
κέιινλ γηα κηα θαιύηεξε Επξώπε. ΢αο επραξηζηώ θαη πάιη πνιύ. 

José Manuel Barroso: Thank you very much Mr. Prime Minister, dear friend, Ladies and 
gentlemen, 

First of all, Happy New Year. And I really believe this year for Europe is going to be better 

than the last years, namely, in economic terms. I am very pleased to be here in Athens as 
Greece embarks on its fifth Council presidency – making it a very experienced pilot of the 
European Union. As we were saying before this meeting, this is my third Greek presidency. 
I was cooperating with the Greek presidency in 1994, as foreign minister of my country, in 
2003, as Prime Minister of my country, and now, as Commission President, I have the 
honor and the pleasure to cooperate with the Greek presidency and the leadership of my 
friend, Antonis Samaras. We have just met, not only personally – both of us, in a bilateral 

– but also the full Greek government and the College of Commissioners. And I can tell you 
that the Greek presidency is, of course, very well prepared and that I see a real 
determination on the Greek authorities to make it a success for Greece and for Europe. 
And Greece can count on the full support of the European Commission for that purpose. As 
the Greek presidency motto says, «Europe is our common quest». 

 Prime Minister Samaras and I also touched upon developments in the Greek economy and 
the financial assistance program. I will go into more detail on this later. But let me make a 
general comment, since we are now in a New Year mood, about the economic situation in 
Europe and what we can expect for this year, namely, regarding the problems that were 
mentioned in many analyses regarding the euro area. 

 As I said exactly one year ago, 2013 would be, and it was, the year when the European 

economy start to turn the corner. And it was, in fact, the year of a change of perceptions 
and expectations regarding the European economy. Let’s not forget that not so much time 
ago, people were making speculations about Greek exit, about the implosion of the euro, 
also about the implosion of the European Union. 

 So, the very fact that we are here in Athens today, celebrating the beginning of the Greek 
Presidency – of a full member of the European Union, and a full member of the euro area – 
is clear evidence that those predictions were wrong. And that Greece was able to make 

notable efforts – namely, the Greek people – and that the euro area economy has shown 
its resilience and that, basically, we are on the right track. 

 I have said, precisely one year ago, that the existential crisis of the euro would be behind 
us, and I believe this is the case now. We are, generally speaking, emerging from 

recession and I hope that this year Greece will get out of the recession. Last year, Ireland 
became the first euro area member to emerge successfully from its adjustment program. 
We welcomed our 18th euro area member state, Latvia, another country that has made a 
huge, very demanding, financial assistance program and now is the country with the 
highest growth rate in the European Union. This shows that the programs do work when 



they are properly implemented. This is demonstrated by the fact that just now, in recent 
days, Ireland was able to issue long-term debt at lower levels than countries in the 
European Union, in the euro area, that did not request a financial program. 

 So, you have one country that could not finance itself some time ago, and now exiting the 
program, it is able to do it in a better condition than countries that did not need a financial 
assistance program. I think that is a very clear demonstration that programs work, 

provided they are implemented with determination and, of course, in the right way. 
Because let’s not forget what was, and is, the goal of the programs. The goal of the 
programs was to avoid disorderly default and to help countries stand on their own feet and 
be able to finance themselves directly – and not just relying on the solidarity of other 
European countries. 

 Let’s look at Spain, which had a special program for the banks. We expect Spain to exit 
this program successfully this month. In fact, the support given to the Spanish banks is 
bearing fruit and this program has been very successfully implemented. Take the case of 
Portugal, where positive growth is back since the second quarter of last year and where 

the external deficit has been corrected and interest rate spreads are being reduced. And 

just today, Eurostat figures confirm that for the ninth consecutive month unemployment is 
going down. Take also the case of Cyprus – of course it is a more recent program – but the 
first signals are also encouraging. 

 And now, let’s take the case of Greece, because I also believe that regarding Greece 
sometimes there is a perception that is not completely correct, that underestimates the big 
efforts, the remarkable efforts that the Greek authorities and the Greek people have been 
doing, particularly over the last 18 months. Greece is set to emerge from recession this 
year and Greece is expected now to reach a primary budget surplus. This progress is 

restoring confidence among Greece’s European partners and attracting the attention of 
international investors. So, my point is very clear: programs work and we should not 
waste the efforts made so far. It would be a mistake to put at risk the successful exit of 
the countries from the programs. Having said that, we know well that there is, there are, 
extremely difficult situations, including in a country like Greece – social difficulties, 
hardship, very important sacrifices – and we know that those positive effects that we are 
already seeing are not immediately felt by the man and woman on the street. 

 I’m also fully aware of the difficulties the Greek people are going through and I really 
want to pay tribute to them for their courage and their dignity. And I encourage the Greek 

people, under the leadership of their government, not to give up and jeopardize what 
already has been achieved. I think we can say to the Greek people that your efforts and 
sacrifices are opening a better future. This year, we face the challenge of firming up the 
recovery, at a time when unemployment remains at an unacceptable level. To turn the 
situation around we need to boost investment and particularly to improve access to finance 
for SMEs. I welcome Greece’s focus on these priorities. 

 So, while we cannot say the crisis is behind us, because we still have unacceptably high 
levels of unemployment in some of our countries, and we still have problems of financing 
to the economy, namely to SMEs, meaning that there is still a problem of coherence, 

financial coherence in the euro area, the reality is that we are solving, one by one, the 
different problems. 

 This is also the first year of the new seven-year European budget, which can be a lever for 
such investment. Together, we must ensure that European Union-funded programs get off 
to a solid start. 

 Once again, let me give the example of Greece. Some time ago, Greece was among the 
worst performers in terms of absorption of funds. Today Greece is one of the best 
performers in terms of implementation of the programs, in terms of absorption capacity. 
This shows that it is possible to change practices, habits; it is possible if there is a 
commitment to reform. 

  



For the future, Prime Minister Samaras and I agree that we must go further in terms of 
European integration, particularly in the euro area. The Banking Union is one of our top 

priorities. I welcome the recent political agreement on the Single Resolution Mechanism, 
which marks the beginning of the end of bank bailouts. We need to ensure the SRM is 

finally adopted, from a legal point of the view, before the European elections, to help boost 
confidence in the European banking sector and get credit flowing to businesses. We 
absolutely need this leg, the Single Resolution Mechanism, on the body of the European 
Banking Union. We must also pursue work on a deeper Economic and Monetary Union, 
while making sure it maintains and reinforces a strong social dimension. These ideas 
should build on rules already in place under the so-called European Semester. I am glad to 
see that the Greek Presidency is also prioritizing agreements on key files to boost trade 

and the single market, as well as an ambitious energy and climate change framework to 
2030. We are going to present our framework proposals during this month of January – 
we, I mean the Commission. 

 And the Greek Presidency’s focus on improving the framework for human mobility and on 
promoting maritime issues will also help to chart our course to recovery together. Coming 
back to the Greek situation and the European Union-IMF program: Let me remind you that 
in December, the Eurogroup was able to approve the disbursement of 1 billion euro after 
Greece achieved four important milestones agreed as part of the program. 

 However, while the sky is clearing, there are still some clouds on the horizon. The 
situation is still fragile. It is not the time to slow down the pace of reform. This is the time 
to use that Greek determination to finally agree the fiscal package, take forward tax and 

public administration reform, privatizations, improve the business environment and open 
up product and service markets. 

I encourage Greece to use all the means at its disposal – including the help of the 
Commission’s Task Force for Greece – to help these reforms along. The Commission 
continues to stand by Greece in the efforts to build a better future. 

 I want to say that to you, because I am very proud of it. While others some time ago had 
doubts about Greece in the euro area, the European Commission stood always by the side 
of Greece – always – saying that it was fundamental for Greece but also fundamental for 
the European Union and for European integration. That was the position taken consistently 

by the European Commission, and we remain loyal to that position. Prime Minister 
Samaras, dear friend, this Presidency offers Greece a chance to show that the next time is 

not to be defined by the crisis but by the lessons Greece has learned from the crisis, and 
that we all have learned as well. 

I am confident that Greece, which has always given such an important contribution to 
European civilization – in fact, without Greece there would be no European civilization as 
we understand it – is going to use this Presidency to show that modern Greece – not only 
classic Greece, modern Greece – can give also a very important contribution to the 
European Union. 

 I wish you and the Greek people all the best. You can count on the European Commission 
to help you deliver our common objectives. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Κοινή ζςνένηεςξη ηύπος ηος Ππωθςποςπγού κ. Ανηώνη Σαμαπά και 
ηος Πποέδπος ηηρ Εςπωπαϊκήρ Επιηποπήρ κ. Jose Manuel Barroso 
 
 
Ο Πξσζππνπξγόο θ. Αληώλεο ΢ακαξάο θαη ν Πξόεδξνο ηεο Επξσπατθήο Επηηξνπήο θ. Jose 
Manuel Barroso, κεηά ηηο θνηλέο δειώζεηο ηνπο, απάληεζαλ ζε εξσηήζεηο δεκνζηνγξάθσλ: 
  

  
Κςβεπνηηικόρ εκππόζωπορ: Κπξίεο θαη θύξηνη, ιόγσ ηεο πίεζεο ρξόλνπ ζα ππάξμνπλ 
κόλν δπν εξσηήζεηο, κία από θάζε πιεπξά. Ladies and gentlemen of the press due to the 
very tight schedule, there’ ll be only two questions, one for each side. But for the members 
of the international press, we have arranged an hourly meeting on Friday with the Prime 
Minister at the Maximos Mansion, the Prime Minister’s headquarters. So, you will have the 
chance to discuss with him and ask him whatever more you need to ask. Η πξώηε εξώηεζε 

ζηνλ θ. Peter Spiegel από ηνπο Financial Times. 
  
Δημοζιογπάθορ: Thank you, sir. Peter Spiegel from the Financial Times. I have a 
question for both leaders, if I could. Mister Prime Minister, you mentioned in your open 
remarks that there is a major event that is going to occur during the Presidency, which is 

the EU Parliament Elections. We have seen polling here in Greece that have shown that 

SYRIZA is past, is going to be the biggest party coming out on the elections and that 
PASOK, your political partner, could do very badly. How concerned are you about potential 
political instability that could be caused during the Presidency and could that put at risk 
your return to growth and your chances to exitingthe program and potentially even cause 
national elections here in Greece? And Mr. Barroso, if I can ask you the same question but 
ask you from broadly European perspective, you said in your state… union address last 
year that political instability you thought was the biggest risk factor to return to 

sustainable growth. It’ s not just Greece. We have in France, we have in the Netherlands, 
polls that show that anti-Euro parties are now potentially the biggest parties in the 
European elections. How concerned are you that more broadly in Europe that could be the 
kind political stability that you were worried about, that could threaten, as you said in your 
open remarks 2014 being a European year of growth? Thank you very much. 
  
Ανηώνηρ Σαμαπάρ: I will briefly answer my question. First of all, I want to tell you that as 

European elections are coming, there is stability in this government. And this is a stable 
government, will remain stable until the next elections, which I hope will take place in 

2016. Second of all, those coming European elections, they are indeed imminent and 
people will have to decide on whether they want Europe or they do not want Europe. I 
agree they could decide that they want Europe with some Euro-skepticist approach. But I 
cannot agree with those people who do not want this Europe to exist. In fact, you 

mentioned a name, this specific gentleman you mentioned and his party are abdicated for 
coming tonight to the celebrations for Europe, where obviously everybody who is 
interested in Europe would love to come. These are ideas that are anti-European as a 
whole, may I say, that in more general ways are anti-western ideas, are anti-NATO, they 
have nothing to do with our concept of Europe. Therefore, we are not in any way 
particularly having to address today a problem which would be a real dilemma for Greek 
people in the coming elections. 

  
I also understand and I can agree that Newton’s third law, action-reaction, creates the 
possibility for people to simply want to vote against in order to show their anger. Now, this 
is a phenomenon that has already taken place in Greece with, for instance, the Golden 
Dawn and other extremist parties that do not want- may I say- Democracy at all to 
function and work in this country. When, for instance, you are oriented to ideas and goals 

of Golden Dawn, you have nothing to do with Democracy. I understand that some people 

like to show anger for those huge sacrifices they had to go through and these austerity 
measures they had to go through. And I also understand that a lot of people were, and 
some of them are still, -and this is very important- suffocating from those extreme 
austerity measures. However, I have full trust to the Greek people that when they vote, 
they also vote for their children and they also vote for the future of the country they love. 
And they know that both for the country they love and for their future, the solution is more 

and better Europe. And this is what we are building today. 
  



Jose Manuel Barroso: So, Peter Spiegel from the Financial Times says that 2014 is a 
year of elections. And it’ s true, European elections. And my question- if I may respond to 

a question with a question- is the following: is that a problem? Do we believe that to have 
European elections in 2014 is a problem? 2014 is exactly- since you are speaking about 

dates- one century after the beginning of First World War. When many years ago 
Europeans were killing themselves all over the continent. That was Europe some time ago. 
And even later, as you know. Today, Europe, Europeans are prepared to vote in three 
elections. I don’ t think it is a problem, I think is a great opportunity, first of all to have an 
honest debate about Europe and I once again call all the political forces to engage in a real 
European debate. I call more specifically on the mainstream political parties of comfort 
zone to abandon the idea that the European Integration can be driven by political 

consents, to understand European Integration as a Democratic project, not a technocratic 
or a beaurocratic one. And to discuss Europe, to discuss Europe with those who are against 
Europe and European Integration. And to make the case, for Europe. And I am sure that 
the pro-European forces will win next elections. I have no doubt about it. Having said this, 
I recognize that because of the crisis and we know that in terms of crisis and in terms of 
unemployment, extremists, populistic forces can rise. That’s true. They are in Europe, not 

only in Greece, by the way. Including, some of the more advanced countries, some of the 
more prosperous countries, extreme parties, some time with xenophobic discourse, not to 

mention racist positions that don’ t like our way of building a community that is based on 
values. Don’t like foreigners, because they believe foreigners are bad, they don’t share, 
they are not committed the same way we are to the European values, I know that. But in 
Democracy what can we do? We can win by rational arguments. So, it’ s possible that 
some of those forces here and there gain some positions, yes, but I don’t expect those 

forces to win. I am sure that the pro-European forces are going to win. So, I don’t see a 
fundamental problem of political stability in Europe. On the contrary, Europe will remain 
fundamentally stable along the lines of the European Integration, indeed making progress, 
as we just made in terms of the Banking Union some weeks ago. 
  
Coming now to the concrete issue of national stability, yes, you are right, I’ve said and I 
keep it, that one of the problems we may have, in specific national contacts is political 

instability, as some negative impact on the economic and financial confidence. This is true 
and we have seen it in two or three countries, where there was political instability, I put it 
crisis, domestic crisis in fact, in the coalition, or in relations between governments and 
opposition, we have seen that that debt was bad for investments’ confidence. And it was 
immediately punished by the markets. This is the reason for the responsible political forces 

to understand that we are not fully out of the crisis and that they should- if they are 

responsible forces- they should show a sense of responsibility. Because the electors don’ t 
want their countries to suffer. I am sure that even those are critical for some of the 
programs, want the countries to succeed. I am sure that the majority of the Greek People 
want Greece to conclude successfully its program. And it will be a mistake now to waste all 
the efforts already made. So, I think, very sincerely, that while there are some forces that 
may come up in the next European elections that will not put, in fundamental risk political 
stability, and I hope that European Political forces will use this occasion to make the case 

for Europe and afterwards, after the elections, whatever the result is, they will try to draw 
the lessons from that elections and to see what we can do better for the future. 
  
Δημοζιογπάθορ: Η εξώηεζε είλαη θνηλή θαη γηα ηνπο δύν: Πνιινί κέζα ζηελ Επξώπε 
κηινύλ κε πνιύ ζεηηθά ιόγηα ηόζν γηα ηελ αλάιεςε ηεο Ειιεληθήο Πξνεδξίαο όζν θαη γηα 
ηελ αληηκεηώπηζε ηεο νηθνλνκηθήο θξίζεο από ηε ρώξα καο. Όκσο ππάξρνπλ θαη απηνί πνπ 
ζηέθνληαη είηε κε επηθύιαμε είηε κηινύλ θαη επηθξηηηθά γηα ηε Υώξα καο. Ση απαληάηε ζε 

απηνύο, θπξίσο πνπ ζηέθνληαη επηθξηηηθά απέλαληη ζηελ Ειιάδα; 
  

Ανηώνηρ Σαμαπάρ: Ο θαζέλαο αζθαιώο έρεη ην δηθαίσκα θαη ην ζέβνκαη, ηεο γλώκεο ηνπ. 
Ννκίδσ όκσο όηη ν θαιύηεξνο γηα λ’ απαληήζεη είλαη εθείλνο ν νπνίνο παξαθνινπζεί ην πην 
αληηθεηκεληθό ζηνηρείν πνπ ππάξρεη ζήκεξα θαη απηό ην ζηνηρείν είλαη νη αξηζκνί, πνηνη είλαη 
νη αξηζκνί. Έρνπκε κηα ρξνληά πξηλ από ην Πξόγξακκα, καο πεξίκελαλ γηα ηνπ ρξόλνπ, ζα 

έρνπκε από θέηνο, πξσηνγελέο πιεόλαζκα. 
  
Καη ζέισ ηδηαίηεξα ζηνπο μέλνπο ζπλαδέιθνπο, ηνπο δηθνύο ζαο δεκνζηνγξάθνπο πνπ καο 
θάλνπλ ηε ραξά θαη ηελ ηηκή λα βξίζθνληαη ζήκεξα ζηελ Αζήλα, λα ηνπο πσ όηη απηό γηα 
κηα ρώξα ε νπνία έρεη ράζεη ηα ηειεπηαία ηξία ρξόληα ην 25% ηνπ αθαζάξηζηνπ εγρώξηνπ 
πξντόληνο ηεο, γηα κηα ρώξα ζηελ νπνίαλ αλ πξνζζέζεηε ζε απηό ην 25% θόξνπο θαη 



πιεζσξηζκό γηα ην κέζν πνιίηε ηεο ρώξαο είλαη ζα λα έρεη ράζεη ην 38% κε 40% ηνπ 
εηζνδήκαηόο ηνπ, ηνπ δηαζέζηκνπ εηζνδήκαηόο ηνπ. 

  
Όηαλ απηή ε ρώξα θαηνξζώλεη λα έρεη έλα ρξόλν πξηλ από ην πξόγξακκα πξσηνγελέο 

πιεόλαζκα, θαηαιαβαίλεηε όηη απηόο ν αξηζκόο λνκίδσ δίλεη ηελ θαιύηεξε απάληεζε, αιιά 
λα ζαο πσ επίζεο όηη είρακε ηελ ηαρύηεξε δεκνζηνλνκηθή πξνζαξκνγή πνπ έρεη πνηέ γίλεη 
ζηνλ θόζκν. 
  
Καη λα ζαο πσ όηη ζύκθσλα κε ηα ζηνηρεία ηνπ ΟΟ΢Α πνπ είλαη έλαο θαηεμνρήλ 
αληηθεηκεληθόο δηεζλήο νξγαληζκόο ε Ειιάδα ήξζε πξώηε θέηνο ζηελ εθαξκνγή 
δηαξζξσηηθώλ κεηαξξπζκίζεσλ θαη λνκίδσ όηη ν θαιύηεξνο θαζξέθηεο απηώλ πνπ ιέσ θαη ν 

θαιύηεξνο θξηηήο είλαη νη ίδηεο νη αγνξέο. 
  
΢ήκεξα αλ δεη θαλείο πνπ βξίζθνληαη ηα spreads ζα θαηαιάβεη όηη έρεη πξαγκαηηθά όρη 
απιώο αιιάμεη, αιιά έρεη ηειείσο κεηακνξθσζεί ε ειιεληθή νηθνλνκηθή πξαγκαηηθόηεηα. 
Εάλ θνηηάμεη ηα επηηόθηα πνπ πξέπεη λα πιεξώλνπκε γηα ειιεληθά δάλεηα, ζα δεη όηη απηά 
είλαη ηξεηο θνξέο ρακειόηεξα ή ήηαλ παιηά ηξεηο κε ηέζζεξηο θνξέο πςειόηεξα από απηά 

πνπ είλαη ζήκεξα γύξσ ζην 75%. 
  

Εάλ θνηηάμεη ην ξάιη πνπ ζπλερίδεηαη ζην Ειιεληθό Υξεκαηηζηήξην, ην νπνίν είλαη ζην 
πςειόηεξν ζεκείν γηα ηνπο ηειεπηαίνπο 35 κήλεο ζήκεξα, αληηιακβάλεηαη όηη ζην ζύλνιό 
ηεο ε αγνξά, δε ιέσ ην ξήκα ρεηξνθξνηεί, αιιά ιέσ ζίγνπξα όηη ε αγνξά απνδέρεηαη απηή 
ηελ πξαγκαηηθόηεηα ηελ νπνίαλ ζαο πεξηέγξαςα, ε νπνία θαηά ηελ άπνςή κνπ 
θσηνγξαθίδεη κία Ειιάδα πνπ λαη βγαίλεη από ηελ θξίζε, αθόκα ν θόζκνο ππνθέξεη, αιιά 

μεθίλεζε ε δηαδηθαζία γηα ηε κείσζε ηεο αλεξγίαο, γηα ηε δεκηνπξγία επελδύζεσλ, γηα ηε 
δεκηνπξγία ελόο ζπζηήκαηνο πνπ δε ζα είλαη γξαθεηνθξαηηθό θη ελαληίνλ ηνπ πνιίηε, αιιά 
ζα είλαη θηιειεύζεξν θαη ππέξ ησλ δηθαησκάησλ ηνπ πνιίηε. 
  
Κη απηά λνκίδσ όηη αζξνηδόκελα δίλνπλ ηελ εηθόλα κηαο Ειιάδαο ε νπνία κπνξεί πιένλ λα 
αηζηνδνμεί. Καη ζέισ λα ζαο επαλαιάβσ όηη γηα κέλα ε αηζηνδνμία απηή αθνπκπάεη ηνπο 
λένπο αλζξώπνπο, εθεί είλαη όιε κέξα ην δηθό καο ην πξόβιεκα, ε δηθή καο ε αγσλία, πσο 

ζα δώζνπκε δηέμνδν ζηα όλεηξα απηώλ ησλ παηδηώλ. Γηαηί ζήκεξα, όπσο μέξεηε, ε Ειιάδα 
θαηέρεη ξεθόξ ζηελ αλεξγία ηδηαίηεξα ησλ λέσλ, πνπ κόιηο ηώξα ηειεπηαία έπεζε θάησ από 
ην 60%. 
  
Απηνύο ηνπο αλζξώπνπο παξαθνινπζνύκε, γη΄ απηνύο ηνπο αλζξώπνπο αγσληδόκαζηε θαη 

κέζα από ηελ Ειιεληθή Πξνεδξία ππεξεηώληαο ηνπο ζθνπνύο ηνπο επξσπατθνύο, γηαηί 

πηζηεύνπκε ζηελ Επξώπε, ζα θνηηάμνπκε ηαπηόρξνλα λα βνεζήζνπκε θαη ηελ Ειιάδα όπσο 
θη όιε ηελ Επξώπε λα μεπεξάζεη κε πνιύ πην γξήγνξνπο ξπζκνύο ηελ θξίζε ηε ζεκεξηλή. 
  
Jose Manuel Barrosso: If I understood the question correctly, is about the confidence 
people from outside can have or not in the Greek Presidency. 
  
I have already said that it is my third Greek Presidency and I remember well, very 

important contributions that Greece gave to the European project, in 1994 and 2003. I 
remember well meetings we had in Athens, in Thessaloniki, in Ioannina and in other 
places, where in fact, Greece was very important to move forward the institutional project. 
For instance, the project of Constitutional Treaty that afterwards made it possible the 
Lisbon Treaty and enlargement of European Union. 
  
Some of us that are here today, are here today because we were able to enlarge the 

European Union to 27 and now to 28 members. And Thessaloniki was one of the most 
important moments for the enlargement of the European Union. And Greece gave a very 

important contribution to this. I remember well this signature of the agreement, here, not 
far from the Acropolis. 
  
So, if someone believes that Greece, by some kind of quality, could not be a successful 

Presidency, I will say this is a statement based on prejudice. And I don’t like stereotypes 
or prejudices. Point. 
  
Now, coming to the economic situation. Let me also make a point. It is true that the 
program in Greece was faced with more difficulties than the programs in other countries. 
And why? Several reasons. 



  
First of all, the situation in Europe became at the moment of the start of the program in 

Greece more difficult than expected. There was, also, an environment or context factor. 
Second reason. There was political crisis in Greece. Don’t forget that. Coming back to the 

previous question. There were anticipated elections, there were debates about possible 
referendum, there were politics that were complicating the problems. At the moment 
where Greece should be focused on solving the fundamental problems of financial stability, 
there were political problems that were making things more difficult. Those problems did 
not happen in other countries. 
  
Third, and this is very important. Some outside voices were very often speaking about 

Greek exit, making much more difficult efforts of the Greek people. So, there are also 
some responsibilities, of those outside, when this country was making such a big effort, 
that they were of course, in terms of market sensibility, making a problem even bigger 
than it was. You remember that talk about Greek exit, not only coming from some analysts 
or commentators, but also from some capitals. These has made the problem of Greece 
bigger than it should be. 

  
Of course, at the origin of the problem, there was a real issue of debt, a very high debt, 

and, also, of course, some other issues related to competitiveness differential with other 
countries. But, there were specific reasons that explained why the program of Greece had 
more difficulty to start than in other countries, including the political ones. That is why I 
think, Greece like any other country in Europe, has great things. Countries in Europe had 
always in their history good moments, not so good moments. I do not like prejudices and 

Greece is as able as any other country to do whatever is needed. In history, we have good 
moments, we have bad moments. And any view on Europe, based on the idea that some 
are better than others is exactly the anti-European idea. We are for Europe, based on non 
discrimination, a Europe where we believe that all the countries have exactly the same 
dignity. Some are richer, some are poorer, no. In the past it was different. Some are 
bigger, some are smaller. But we all have the same dignity. 

 


